GCSE ICT coursework – Communication & Data Handling

What makes a good specification?

When writing your specification, it is worth considering what makes a good specification and how to avoid writing a ‘bad’ one.  It is important that your specification covers data capture or data collection, input, processing and output.  A*, A & B -grade specifications will also consider verification and validation methods and the user guide.

Activity

Read the following examples of specification comments.  Say whether or not you think they are good or bad examples and write improved comments for those that are ‘bad’.  Try and identify which aspect of the system each one is about.

	Comment
	Good or bad?
	Improved comment
	What it’s about

	A data entry form must be included to allow the user to enter customer data into the database when a booking is made.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide

	The system must show all data in the correct order.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide

	The user needs to be provided with instructions on how to load the database.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide

	The chef needs to be able to have a report.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide

	The inputs must be easy to do.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide

	The database must be set up to only allow bookings for this year can be entered.
	G  /  B
	
	Data capture

Data collection

Input

Processing

Output

Verification

Validation

User guide


	Things to remember when writing my specification…


