IDEAS FOR TEACHING MFL
a)‘Bonjour’ song (on the bus): to practise ‘Bonjour’ and ‘Je m’appelle…’ to tune of         
     Camptown ladies’

· T sits in ‘bus-driver’s seat’; pupils line up at ‘bus-stop’ in pairs. T to first 2 pupils in turn ‘Comment t’appelles-tu?’ Pupils: Je m’appelle Emma’ / Je m’appelle Joe.

· T: Bonjour Emma, bonjour Joe!

· Emma: Bonjour!   Joe: Bonjour!
· T:Bonjour Emma, bonjour Joe! Bonjour, bonjour!    

· Chorus: Bonjour, bonjour, bonjour, bonjour. Bonjour Emma, bonjour Joe. Bonjour, bonjour.
· Drive bus…T: ‘On est là!  (We’re there!) Repeat as for 1st verse, changing names. This time all passengers join in the chorus. Encourage passengers to shout out when bus arrives at stop:

     ‘On est là!’

b)  Jacques a dit (Simon says…)
Played in exactly the same way as ‘Simon says’:

Jacques a dit ‘Levez les mains’ etc. If pupils obey a command without hearing ‘Jacques a dit’, 

T says: Jacques n’a rien dit!  Assieds-toi! (to1 pupil) or ‘Asseyez-vous!’ if speaking to more than 1 pupil.

Start by doing the actions along with the pupils. Eventually you can give the instructions without visual clues.

Ideas for practising vocabulary in a variety of ways
Je pense à quelquechose: (I’m thinking of something)
a) Teacher (or pupil) mentally chooses item of vocabulary (in form of flashcard, picture on board or on OHT). Class must guess the word. T: Non…non….non….oui! Pupil who guesses correctly chooses next word.

b) Teacher  (or confident pupil) leaves the room. Class chooses word. T guesses. Class ‘Non!..Non!...Oui!’

Effacez! (Rub it out!)
Pictures/words/numbers/letters of alphabet etc on board. Teacher says word; pupils take turns to erase the words.

Allez-y!   or ‘Vas-y!’ to a single pupil ( ‘Go!’)
Random selection of words from topic ( colours/numbers/letters/pictures etc) on board (or OHT) in shape of a clock. Teacher selects starting point and draws arrow pointing to the word/picture. Pupils take turns to compete against the clock to complete the circle. 1 pupil keeps time, saying ‘Vas-y!’ to start the clock. Teacher says ‘Fini!’ to stop clock. Pupil with fastest time wins.
C’est quelle lettre? (Which letter is it?)

Pictures/coloured shapes etc on OHT/ whiteboard, labelled a-j and so on. Teacher calls out word. Pupils note down corresponding letter (e.g. 1=b, 2=f )

Cachez! (Hide!)

Pictures on OHT. Teacher calls out word; pupils (or teams) cover the picture with card or coin.

Loto!   (Bingo)
Played in exactly the same way as Bingo, with grid of 4, 6, 9 items of vocab which must all be circled or ticked

3,2,1….Montrez!  (Show me!)

Excellent with mini white-boards. Can be used to check numbers, alphabet, colours, ages, spellings etc. e.g.Teacher writes number on own mini white board then calls out number; pupils write number on own white board. Teacher: ‘3,2,1,…Montrez!’

Pupils hold boards up in the air for teacher to check. Teacher reveals answer. Pupils can score points for correct answers.

This can also be done as a team competition, each team conferring to produce one answer on the team’s board.

Plouf!
Picture on board/OHT of rope bridge suspended across a river between 2 mountains. T places words/pictures/numbers or other vocab. along length of bridge,  Pupils have to name each one correctly to cross the river. Wrong response….. ‘Plouf!’ into the river. Could be played as team game if the vocab is changed after each competitor: How many team members can you get safely across the bridge?
Ideas for practising numbers

· Chant numbers in rhythm. Add movement and gestures.

· Count around the room: singly, even pairs, odd pairs, 3s, ascending then descending order.

· Chef d’orchestre: as above but Teacher selects pupils randomly to give next number in sequence.

· Number patterns (orally or on mini white boards): 2…4….6…..?

· Simple sums: 2 plus 3  font ?
· 3,2,1….Montrez! see above

· Je pense  à quelquechose (see above)
· Allez-y! (see above)

· Loto! (See above)

· Number cards: Teacher randomly distributes cards showing numbers; pupils must stand up in correct order and say number on their card.
· Song: ‘There were ten in the bed’:


6 au lit


Et le petit dit


Poussez-vous! Poussez-vous! (last pupil in line yawns and sits down)


5 au lit … 4 au lit…3 au lit….


2 au lit

Et le petit dit


Pousse-toi! Pousse-toi!


Plus personne au lit


Et le petit dit


‘Bonne nuit!’

Ideas for practising alphabet

· Chant letters in rhythm

· Alphabet song

· Hangman

· Teacher spells out pupils’ names; pupils write on mini boards….3,2,1, Montrez!

· Effacez! (see above)
· Je pense  à quelquechose (see above)

· Allez-y! (see above)

· Loto! (See above)

· Lettercards: Teacher randomly distributes cards showing letters; pupils must stand up in correct order and say letter on their card

· Lettercards: Teacher randomly distributes cards showing letters;teacher spells pupils’ names -pupils physically arrange themselves according to spelling and show cards.
Ideas for practising days/months

· Teacher randomly assigns day/month to pupils; pupils have to stand up in correct order and say correct day/month

· Hangman

· Effacez! (see above)
· Je pense  à quelquechose (see above)

· Allez-y! (see above)

· Loto! (See above)

Songs
· Months to tune of ‘Jingle Bells’
· Days and months to tune of ‘Girls and boys come out to play’:

            lundi, mardi   (Boys and girls come)


mercredi         (out to play)


jeudi, vendredi


samedi, dimanche


janvier, février


mars, avril


mai, juin, juillet, août


septembre, octobre


novembre


décembre


C’est le calendrier français

Building a conversation in small steps: greetings and names

Step 1:   T to individual pupils: (waves) Salut! Pupils copy

Step 2:    T demos this ‘conversation’ with several pupils

Step 3:    Pairs of pupils repeat above

Step 4:    T (waves) Salut! Je m’appelle Mme X

               Pupil (waves) Salut! Je m’appelle Laura

               Repeat with several pupils

Step 5:    T (waves) Salut! Je m’appelle Mme X. Et toi? Points at pupil.

                P (waves) Salut! Je m’appelle Laura

                Repeat with several pupils

Step 6:     Pairs of pupils demo conversation

Step 7:    T: What is the next thing you would normally ask?   (How are you?)

               T: Ça va?  Pupils repeat until familiar.

Step 8:    T demos possible responses. Deal with each response separately, using exaggerated body 

    movements/mime in time to rhythm of sentence. First teacher practises with several pupils, then    
    pairs of pupils demo.

a)             Oui, ça va. (thumbs up)
b)             Oui, ça va très bien, merci (swing both hands, thumbs up, from hips to chin level,on très )
c)
    Comme ci, comme ça. (hand to left of body, then to right, in gesture of ambivalence) 
d)
    Non, ça ne va pas. (miserable face, stoop over and stroke chin downwards with fingers, as if   
    
    stroking beard)
Step 9:     Add: Et toi? Teacher demos ‘Ça va?’ section  , followed by pairs of pupils

Step 10:    T  to individual pupils (waves) Au revoir ( repeat as for Salut!)

Step 11:    Using mime/gestures to prompt, T leads 1 pupil through whole conversation:

                 T (waves)           Salut! Je m’appelle Mme X. Et toi?

                 Pupil (waves)     Salut! Je m’appelle Laura
                 T                         Ça va?  

                 Pupil                   Oui, ça va. (own choice) Et toi?

                 T                         Comme ci, comme ça. (own choice)

                 Pupil                   Au revoir (waves)

                 T                         Au revoir (waves) 

The same method can be used for small conversations on all basic questions: 

Comment t’appelles-tu? 
Je m’appelle…
Quel âge as-tu?              
 J’ai 10 ans

Où habites-tu?                
J’habite Whitby

As-tu un animal?             
Oui, j’ai un hamster

As each mini conversation is mastered, it can then be incorporated into a longer conversation:

Hello

How are you

Name

Age

Where you live

Goodbye

