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	1.1 Initial thoughts, design brief and specification 
	Mark

	Clearly outlines initial thoughts in detail, responding with an open mind showing unexpected and/or challenging ways of thinking.  

Analyses problem in depth, responds in a way that allows scope for innovation. 

Identifies a user/market resulting in a clear design brief. 

Develops a detailed specification that identifies the key features of the product.
	7- 9

	Candidates used a mix of text and drawings to explore the given theme and identify possible design areas/problems. 
Encourage creativity – this in an innovation challenge
Candidates should explore the challenge widely, take risks and think creatively. 

Design Brief. Candidates should be encouraged to write clear and precise design briefs that develop the design challenge further and offer scope for creativity. 
The specification discriminates well between candidates. 

Concentrate thinking on the functional and user needs of the product, and ensure that the relevance of all points are explained.  

In order to explain ‘why’ and justify points candidates should be encouraged to include words such as “because”, “so that” or “in order to” when writing their statements. 


	

	1.2 Designing
	Mark

	Presents a wide range of innovative/creative initial ideas, using high quality annotated sketching showing full details of construction/materials. 

Presents a wide range of evidence to show the sources of inspiration and influences on the designing.

Presents a detailed and objective evaluation of ideas against the design specification and justifies all decisions.  

Reflects on their chosen design and responds to feedback from others, making further improvements if necessary. 
	9-12

	Use a mix of drawings, text, annotation and if it assists modelling/photographs to show  ideas. 
Use of modelling/photographs to show  ideas. 

Drawings of both full designs and parts of designs were provided along with annotation relating to materials and construction methods. 
Development of the design from the ‘initial thoughts’ should be clearly evident . 

To be awarded high marks the ideas must be functionally different rather than relatively superficial changes in shape or configuration. 

Use coloured dots next to comments to show clear reference has been made to the specification.

Inspiration from job bag was sometimes shown on this page

Reference to source of inspiration/job bag was usually given. Some good examples of evidence from job bags where candidates had collected a very broad range of items and took their inspiration from unrelated objects. 

Candidates should not simply copy existing products, some do!

A small number of candidates had clearly filled job bags with modelling materials rather than with information and inspiration, this tended to have negative effect on design thinking.  
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