‘They think it’s all over’

Resources: Pre-prepared terminology cards, board and marker for recording scores.  The next page contains a template which may be used to create a series of cards.
The aim of the game is for students to accurately identify what is on each card based upon descriptions given by their team mates.  The purpose of the exercise is to develop literacy through students having to accurately describe terminology related to the subject.

Getting started…

· Students arrange into two teams (or more if working with a larger group – Must be even).

· Teams sit in rows facing the opposing team.

· Teacher gives each student two or three cards containing terminology related to the subject – Differentiate by allocating cards in relation to student ability.

· Students can look at their cards but must not allow any of their team to see them.

· Teacher writes team names (Teams may choose their own name) on the board and records scores through the game.  For this example we will use ‘Team A’ and ‘Team B’

The game…

1. Team A begins.

2. The first student chooses one of their cards and describes what is on it to their team.  They must not use any of the words shown on the card and must aim to accurately define the term.  Homophones or figurative language are not allowed.

3. Their team (Team A) can confer quietly but must not shout out an answer.

4. When they have agreed on an answer they speak it aloud.

5. If they are correct they get two marks (teacher writes mark on board)

6. If they are incorrect, the other team (Team B) has the opportunity to answer for one mark (They must also confer quietly before giving their final answer).  If correct, the teacher writes the mark on the board.

7. If both teams are incorrect, the student reading the card discloses the answer.

8. The first student in Team B then defines the term on one of their cards and the process continues until the whole group has a turn.  The team with the highest score wins.

Variations…

· Rather than picking one card from the three given, students have to define all three (in separate turns).

· If a student does not know the term on a card, the teacher gives then a replacement and runs a quick fire round at the end where any student can answer for two marks.

· For AS/A2 students who should be revising more thoroughly! – Their team loses a mark if they do not know the term on the card (possibly too brutal for Key Stage 4).

· Although the main purpose of the activity is to develop students ability to describe and use appropriate terminology, it could be extended to allow them to use mime, drawings etc.



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































