Pass the Buck

· Students work in pairs and have a strict, short time limit to draft an answer to a difficult question.

· As soon as the time is up, they pass their answer on a receive someone else’s answer

· They have to continue with this answer and should be encouraged to cross out, reword etc where they don’t agree

· Repeat until you feel the exercise has served its purpose

· Return papers to original authors, who use the notes to draft a final version

Verbal Tennis

· Students sit in pairs, facing each other.

· Teacher states the topic and the pair decides who will “serve” first.  The server says a word or phrase associated with the topic, the partner must immediately respond with a second word or phrase and play continues so

· Scoring follows the rules of tennis and points are scored when a player hesitates, makes a mistake, repeats a word/phrase which has already been used or is inaccurate

Hierarchies

An activity to help break down texts and show that text usually have one big idea, 2/3 main points and lots of detail.  Much more effective than passive reading.

· Each student needs a pyramid shape drawn on A4 paper

· Give out a non fiction text and ask the students to find the big idea – this is written in the apex of the pyramid

· Students then work out the next level of info- the main points and note then in the next layer of the pyramid

· Finally the details are written into the base layer of the pyramid. 

· Ask students to cover up different layers of the pyramid and recall what’s there will improve topic memorisation.














