Questioning technique – Getting all students involved (at any stage in a lesson)

Resources: Pre-prepared number cards – One set for the teacher (on one colour) and one set for the students (on another colour).

1. Before a whole class question and answer session (eg: plenary), shuffle and hand out a numbered card to each student.

2. Retain a set of cards for yourself and shuffle them also.

3. Inform students that, when a question is asked, they should not put up their hands or call out.  Inform them that you will pick a card from your pack and the student with the same number will answer the question.

4. On asking each question, take a card from your pack and ask the student with the same number to answer.

5. After the student has answered, shuffle the cards again.  This means that the student may get another question later in the session and they will have to pay attention.

A set of cards to print and copy are on the next page of this document…
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