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Despite lots of exposure to the Web, many students still have problems carrying out simple searches! You can make sure that students don’t miss out on these skills by going through the basic steps before you ask them to do some research.  Reinforcing the message every time you set a research task will make sure they develop good habits.  Ideally we want all students to be able to: 

· Access a reliable search engine

· Carry out simple searches

· Save to favourites  

 Following the suggestions below will help to get the message across quickly. 

1. Draw the address bar on the board explaining that this is part of the web browser.

2. Write in the address of a good search engine and explain why you have chosen it.

(www.google.com has to be the current favourite because of the simple search page and powerful features)

3. Point out the different parts of the address stressing that there should be no spaces left between the different parts.

4. Brainstorm a range of keywords with the class linked to the subject you are researching. 

5. Show students how they can carry out simple searches by entering the word into the search engine and using symbols to narrow down the search. Point out that the search engine works by searching databases of information stored on the Internet.

6. Point out that almost every search engine on the web accepts symbols.

7. Suggest and demonstrate focusing searches using:

	Plus Sign

Minus sign

Double Quotes
	+

 -

"  "

	Place between the first and second keyword leaving no spaces

Eg:  earthquakes+South America or Picasso+ceramics

Place between the first and second keyword leaving no spaces

Eg:  natural disasters-earthquakes or Picasso-Cubism 

Use for phrases or words which always go together like titles of books or art movements.  Eg:  "Tom and Jerry" or "The Rose Period"


· To save a web site to their Internet Favourites, students should click on Favourites – Add to Favourites.  Clicking again on the Favourites will display the list of chosen sites which may then be selected.

· The recently added Advanced Search feature allows for more complex investigations of the Internet.  This simplifies some of the approaches techniques in step 7 above.

A Window on the Web…
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