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Rationale
We do not wish to sound negative as the vast majority of young people are delightful and accept the standards we set very readily.  However, some do not and this short policy makes our stance very clear on items that are not permitted in College. 
The non-permitted items are as follows [NB: “(KS4)” indicates an item only applies to Key Stage 4 students; other items apply to all College students]:

1. Jewellery (KS4) other than a watch, a ‘sleeper’ in each ear (no bigger than a 5 pence  piece), one charity wristband

2. Belts (KS4) other than plain black belts

3. Mobile phones are allowed in College but must not be used in lessons and should be turned off
4. Personal music players (rules as for mobile phones)

5. Chewing gum
6. Aerosols (of any description)

7. Cigarettes, tobacco, lighters, matches

8. Alcohol

9. Any illegal or intoxicating substances

10. Offensive weapons of any description
11.
Coats or non-uniform tops worn in the building (KS4)
12.
Hats (worn in the building)
13.
Hoods
14.
  Trainers (KS4) - except for PE 
Time and energy is diverted from learning by students who do not comply with these rules and expectations.  A small number of students wish to ignore these rules, which is unacceptable and unfair to the great majority of students who support the high standards we expect.  The law permits schools to confiscate items which are prohibited and to retain them for a reasonable length of time (or to dispose of them if appropriate and reasonable). Refusal to hand items over will be regarded as defiance and will lead to serious sanctions.

Our procedures for confiscation are as follows:

Items 1 – 5 and 11 - 14 may be confiscated, if they are seen, and these will be locked away securely. Such items may be collected by students at the end of the day. Students will have to give an undertaking that they will not repeat the offence before the item will be returned. They will be given a letter to take home to parents explaining the consequences of repeatedly breaking the rule. If there is a subsequent occasion when an item has to be confiscated, it will be retained and only returned to the parent/carer. Items 6, 7 and 8 are strictly prohibited and will be disposed of unless parents/carers collect them and take them away from the premises within 24 hours. Items 9 and 10 are strictly prohibited and will lead to the involvement of the police and will not be returned. Suspicion that a student has such items is likely to lead to police involvement from the outset.
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