Whitby Community College Policy

WHITBY SECONDARY SCHOOLS CONFEDERATION

Code of Conduct for Use of Mobile Phones

Background:

Mobile phones are now a fact of modern life, and are widely owned and used.  In emergency situations, they rapidly prove their usefulness.  Many families, especially those with teenage children and working parents, find that they are essential to managing their domestic arrangements.  It is therefore appropriate to make clear the rules about their use, to prevent any problems in College.

Staff in all three secondary schools have been consulted about this issue and feel that it is acceptable for students to have mobile phones with them, subject to certain conditions and expectations about use.

Code of Conduct:

1. The guiding principle of this code of conduct is that use of mobile phones should be responsible, courteous and respectful of other people’s needs and rights.  It should at no time cause disturbance, inconvenience, discourtesy or concern to other people.  At all times, staff will be responsible for judging when a student is not abiding by this code of conduct, and may impose appropriate sanctions if necessary.  Under extreme circumstances, this might include confiscation of a mobile phone, to be secured in the safe and returned to the student in due course, after contact with parents.  However, where students act responsibly, this will not be necessary.

2. We strongly advise that students do not bring valuable mobile phones into college because of the risk of damage or loss.  Students who choose to bring mobiles with them do so at their own risk, and are responsible for keeping their own property secure.  If they cannot agree to do so, they should not bring phones to college.  If left unattended, other than in a secure locker, mobile phones are a potential target for theft and students must expect that staff will not be able to commit significant amounts of time to investigating such losses.  Similar expectations apply to personal stereos, MP3 players, minidisk players, large amounts of cash, bank cards and other valuable items which are left unattended.

3. All students wishing to bring a mobile phone into College must sign the agreement on their use, in line with this Code of Conduct.
4. Mobile phones must be switched off and kept in secure lockers throughout the day.

5. Mobile phones may only be switched on before and after the college day (up until 8.55am and after 3.30pm).  Teachers conducting voluntary activities may, if appropriate, give permission for phones to be switched on during such activities, but this is for emergency situations only and subject to the teacher’s discretion.

6. If a mobile phone is used for misuse or anti-social reasons, such as spreading rumours, bullying, digital imaging or deliberately hurting others, or in any way going against expectations of behaviour, this will be dealt with through the usual procedures and sanctions.  In addition, such incidents where mobile phones are used to threaten people may be referred to the police and the phone could be destroyed.

7. Office staff will continue to take and pass on urgent messages for students from parents/carers, where necessary.

8. This code of conduct will be kept under review, and the rules for use of mobile phones may be revised at any time.       

WHITBY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Code of Conduct for Use of Personal Music players (e.g. MP3 players, personal stereos)

Background:

Personal music players are also  now a fact of modern life, and are widely owned and used.  Many students welcome the opportunity to listen to music as they travel to and from College, especially if they have long journeys.  It is therefore appropriate to make clear the rules about their use, to prevent any problems in College.

It is acceptable for students to have personal music players with them, subject to certain conditions and expectations about use.  These are outlined below.
Code of Conduct:

1. The guiding principle of this code of conduct is that use of personal music players should be responsible, courteous and respectful of other people’s needs and rights.  It should at no time cause disturbance, inconvenience, discourtesy or concern to other people.  At all times, staff will be responsible for judging when a student is not abiding by this Code of Conduct, and may impose appropriate sanctions if necessary.  Under extreme circumstances, this might include confiscation of such items, to be secured in the safe and returned to the student in due course, after contact with parents.  However, where students act responsibly, this will not be necessary.

2. We strongly advise that students do not bring valuable personal music players into college because of the risk of damage or loss.  Students who choose to bring equipment with them do so at their own risk, and are responsible for keeping their own property secure.  If they cannot agree to do so, they should not bring items to college.  If left unattended, other than in a secure locker, personal music players are a potential target for theft and students must expect that staff will not be able to commit significant amounts of time to investigating such losses.  Similar expectations apply to mobile phones, large amounts of cash, bank cards and other valuable items which are left unattended.

3. All students wishing to bring a personal music player into college must sign the agreement on its use.

4. Personal music players and earphones should be kept in secure lockers throughout the day.

5. Personal music players may only be switched on before and after the college day (on arrival to College at or before 8.55am and on leaving College at or after 3.25pm).  Earphones must never be in use during the college day.

6. This code of conduct will be kept under review, and the rules for use of personal music players may be revised at any time.       

Contract with Whitby Community College about the

Use of a  Personal Mobile Phone and/or Personal Music Player
Parental agreement:

Having read the ‘Code of Conduct for use of Mobile Phones’ and the ‘Code of Conduct for Use of Personal Music Players’,
I ………………………………………………………………..
(Name of parent/guardian), would like my 

son/daughter …………………………………………….......... (name) to be able to carry the 

following to and from college every day (Please tick):

1) Mobile phone 


□
2) Personal Music Player   
□
Number of the mobile phone:   …………………………………
I accept that the phone and/or music player must:-

· be kept in a secure locker during the college day (any student may request a locker);

· NEVER be taken into a classroom;

· be used for sensible purposes such as informing parents of transport difficulties or listening to music while travelling;

· only be used when really necessary.
Signed (parent): ……………………………………………………………   Date: ……………..

Student agreement:

I accept that the college:-

· will confiscate my mobile phone and/or music player if it is seen around the college;

· cannot be held responsible for the safety of my mobile phone and/or music player;

· cannot be held responsible for any ill-effects from using my mobile phone and/ or music player;

· reserves the right to refuse permission for a student to bring a mobile phone and/or music player to college if the student has demonstrated an irresponsible attitude towards college rules.

Signed (student)  ………………………………………………………….   Date:…………
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