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During the exam
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Allocate time according to how many marks each question is worth.

2. Consider whether to answer the questions in a different order – perhaps do the high-scoring ones first.  Check this with your subject teacher.

3. Read questions carefully and follow instructions.  

4. Re-read the question and make sure you are answering it.  Keep checking the question – are you still on track?

5. Watch out for words like two, three – if you are asked for three of something, write about three.

6. Look out for the word AND which can mean the question has two parts to it.  Make sure you answer both parts.

7. Use any evidence that is provided in the exam questions. 

8. Use terminology appropriate to the subject.

9. Take care with spelling, punctuation and grammar.

10. For longer written answers, make a plan for the essay.

11. Using examples can often give you extra marks.

12. If you are short of time at the end, put bullet points of the things you were going to write about – the examiner might give you some marks for these points.
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Sixth Form 
Revision Guide

How to do your best in the forthcoming exams

This leaflet gives you some ideas
about how to do your best in your examinations.

Remember to talk to your subject teachers about specific help on a subject-by-subject basis

Course summaries are available on the network at: 
Start | Programs | ShortCuts | 6th fm Course Overview

If you have any queries about the information in this leaflet, please contact the Sixth Form Team

You can download our study guides from the Guidance page of the College website www.whitbyc.co.uk

A message from the Sixth Form Office

Doing well in your examinations is really important for your future.  If you do well, your confidence will be boosted and you will have a head start for examinations later in the course.  But it won’t just happen as if by magic. It needs some serious preparation and hard work  -  but the rewards will be worth it.  So, start now and prepare well.  If you need any support or further guidance, come and see us in the Sixth Form Office.  Best of luck!
Before the exams

1. Make sure you know the date of your exam, the time of day, how long it is, where it is being held, which topics it covers and, in the case of AS/A2, how many UMS (uniform mark scheme) points are allocated to the exam.

2. Prepare a revision timetable so that you avoid last minute panic revision – display it in your room at home.  Show which subjects and which topics you’re going to do at each session but be flexible.

3. Revise thoroughly so that you know the knowledge content of the exam.  Plan for half-hour sessions, taking breaks between sessions.  

4. Go over each topic several times over a period of weeks.

5. Revise one or two subjects per evening.  Revise the hard bits first.  Return to this subject at a later session.  Leave time for relaxation.

6. Ask your subject teacher to see a past paper and have a try at it.

7. Then ask to see the mark scheme and examiner’s report so that you can see where you did well and where you missed marks.

8. Ask your subject teachers for exam advice specific to your subject.

9. Ask your subject teachers to explain the Assessment Objectives.

10. Try different ways of revising to find the method(s) that suit you best.

11. Prepare revision cards which cover topics in a few short phrases.  Some topics can be summarised in diagram form, flow charts or concept maps.

12. Work with a friend to ask each other questions.

13. Ask your subject teachers for the meaning of so-called command words in exam questions such as Explain, Examine, Discuss, Illustrate etc.

14. Make sure you know what equipment you need for the exam.
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