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ADVICE ON CHOOSING A SIXTH FORM COURSE


WHAT LEVEL OF COURSE?
· If you have 5 grade C or above at GCSE, choose a level 3 course (A Levels, BTEC National, IPro3).  It’s better to have some GCSE grades A* to B.
· If you have fewer than 5 C grades at GCSE, choose a level 2 course (BTEC Introductory Diploma or BTEC First Diploma)

· If you need more basic education, see Mr Briggs about an entry level course
WHAT STYLE OF LEARNING DO YOU PREFER?
· Do you prefer practical or written work?
· Do you do well in exams or coursework?

· Are you creative or scientific or both?

WHAT ARE YOUR CAREER THOUGHTS?
· Are certain subjects essential for your chosen career?  Check this out.
· What are universities asking for?  Check this out.
· Do you want to keep a wide range of careers/courses open to you?

· Some career-related factors to think about are:

· Scientific / technical / mathematical / engineering / language / creative careers often need you to do particular subjects in the Sixth Form 

· Career choice is possibly wider if you have some science A Levels

· Some Art A levels are less acceptable to employers and universities – check this carefully
· A wider choice of universities is open to students with 3 A levels (or the equivalent such as a BTEC National Certificate plus an A Level)

· Some university courses want 3½ A Levels (or equivalent)

HOW INTERESTED ARE YOU IN THE SUBJECT?
· You’ll have lots of lessons in the subject(s) you do in the Sixth Form

· Do you enjoy the subject and are you willing to study it in much greater depth?

WHICH SUBJECTS FIT ON THE TIMETABLE?
· Certain combinations of Level 3 subjects are not available – check this out
WHAT DO YOU DO NOW?
· Discuss your choices with a member of the Sixth Form Team or Mrs Sawer.
· Discuss you choices with parents/carers

· Complete the Registration Form

G:\YEAR\SIXTH\progression\choosing sixth form course.doc

17/05/2006

