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SIXTH FORM APPLICANTS – FAQS

WILL I GET THE SUBJECTS I REQUESTED?
It depends!  We try to arrange the timetable to meet as many subject combinations as we can but it’s not always possible to meet everyone’s requests.  If there’s a problem with your combination of subjects, we’ll let you know and ask you to consider an alternative subject.  Some courses may not run if numbers are too low.  We’ll inform you if this happens.

WHEN WILL I KNOW IF MY CHOICES FIT?

During the summer term – almost certainly before exam leave.

CAN I CHANGE SUBJECT?

Yes, if there is a strong chance that you will succeed on the new course and if there are still places available.  See a member of the Sixth Form Team.

WHAT IS ALIS?

It is a system which predicts A Level grades on the basis of how students from all over England have performed in the past.  We expect students to be predicted ALIS pass grades for courses they wish to study.  If not you will, generally, not be allowed to do those subjects.  This is the process we went through with you at your interview.

WHEN ARE RESULTS GIVEN OUT?

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 in the Learning Centre from 9.30am or from Reception from 12.00 onwards.

WHAT IF I CAN’T COME IN FOR MY RESULTS?

Leave a stamped addressed envelope at Reception and we’ll send them to you.

WHAT IF MY RESULTS ARE BETTER THAN EXPECTED?

You can review the courses you have chosen but remember that some courses may be full.

WHAT IF MY RESULTS ARE WORSE THAN EXPECTED?

If you applied for an Advanced Level course (AS Levels, AVCE, BTEC National) and don’t get at least 5 grade Cs, we will offer you a One Year Course instead if places are available.
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HOW DO I CONFIRM MY PLACE AFTER RESULTS?

We are enrolling for Sixth Form from 9.30am – 12.00pm in the Learning Centre on results day.  It is imperative you register in this period to secure your place.  If you are unable to enrol in person you can do so by completing the reply slip on your options letter during the Summer term.

WHAT ADVICE IS AVAILABLE WHEN I GET MY RESULTS?

Sixth Form staff and the Career’s Co-ordinator will be available to give advice on Results Day.

WHEN WILL YEAR 12 LESSONS START?

Lessons start on Friday 3rd September 2010.  Please report to the main hall at 8.55am for a welcome assembly followed by handing out of timetables and be told which tutor group you are in.

DO I GET CAREERS ADVICE NOW?

Use the Learning Centre where there is lots of advice available in books, magazines and on the computer, or see Mrs Sawer or Mrs Waudby in the Learning Centre.
WHAT IS EMA?

EMA stands for Education Maintenance Allowance.  It gives up to £30 per week to students who stay on into full-time education after Year 11.  It depends upon family income: households earning less than £30,810 get £10, £20 or £30 per week plus £100 bonuses twice during the year if they meet their learning targets.  Students from households earning over £30,810 do not qualify.  Application forms will be available from College in April or you can apply on-line.

WHAT IS THE CODE OF CONDUCT?

It is a disciplinary system for Sixth Form students.  It spots difficulties at an early stage and aims to get students back on track so that they achieve their potential.

WHAT ABOUT A FREE TRAVEL PASS?

County offer subsidised travel to Sixth Form students who live more than 3 miles away.  Students are required to make a contribution of £300 towards their travel costs each year.  You must get a travel pass, without it you will not be able to use the school transport system.
WHEN SHOULDN’T I GO ON HOLIDAY?

DO NOT book holidays during term time or when there are external exams as these cannot be re-scheduled to another date.  Sixth Form exams take place in January and May/June.
STUDY SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR 2010 GCSE EXAMINATIONS
Coursework in the great majority of subjects should now be nearly complete, and attention should be focussed on exam preparation.

Over the period from April to June 2010 the following programme of study support is in place for GCSE students:

· Continuing programme of learning mentoring for students needing extra help to meet their targets for GCSE grades.

· Voluntary subject study support activities, as notified by subject teachers.

· Structured exam preparation activities throughout the exam period.

STUDY SUPPORT PROGRAMME
In line with the majority of schools nationally, we will not be granting study leave in the same way as we have in the past.  The programme will be as follows:

· Exams start on Tuesday 11th May 2010.

· All students will be in their normal lessons until Friday 28th May and in uniform for the duration of the exam period.  This will allow focused and guided revision with staff support and expertise.

· Exam warm-up sessions start 30 minutes before most GCSE exams, in the Learning Centre.

· Specific revision sessions for individuals and groups will be arranged and notified as necessary.

· Where appropriate for individual progress, Mrs Kirk (Assistant Headteacher Inclusion & Intervention) will discuss and agree alternative study support strategies with parents and students.

· Friday 25th June 2010 – official Year 11 ‘leaving’ date and date of the final exam.  No student should be working during the day until this date, employees can be fined up to £5,000.
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