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What’s all this about UCAS points?

Courses ask you to achieve a certain number of grades or a certain number of points.  Ask your subject teachers about your likely grades and then use the information below to calculate how many points you might have.

	Grade
	Points
	Grade
	Points
	Grade
	Points

	3 units awards
	6 unit awards
	12 unit awards

	A
	60
	A
	120
	AA
	240

	B
	50
	B
	100
	BB
	200

	C
	40
	C
	80
	CC
	160

	D
	30
	D
	60
	DD
	120

	E
	20
	E
	40
	EE
	80


BTEC National Award: Dist = 120, Merit = 80, Pass = 40
BTEC National Cert: Dist = 240, Merit = 160, Pass = 80

What else can you do?

· See the guidance page of our website for more help – www.whitbycc.co.uk
· Work out how many UCAS points you’re likely to get (see our website for help on this)

· Speak to members of staff and your careers advisor
· Check you the websites listed in this leaflet.
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Introduction to
Higher Education
It’s never too early to start thinking about Higher Education
Why go to University?
· Better qualifications generally lead to better jobs
· You’ll meet lots of new friends

· A degree gives you more choices in life
· Many jobs require a degree

· Graduates generally earn more

· You’ll study in depth a subject that interests you

· University life is an amazing experience
· You learn to live independently
Arguments against going to University
· It’s a costly option – fees of £3,000 per year and the cost of living expenses – maybe £4,000 per year
· So, you’ll probably end up owing lots of money (you pay it back after you graduate)

· It usually takes 3 years to get a degree.  
· During this time, you’re not earning and not gaining experience of work.

· Not all graduates get well-paid jobs.  
· Some non-graduates do very well for themselves.
No idea about what or where to study?
1. Start with the Stamford Test.  Go to www.ucas.com and click on Stamford.  

2. Think about:- subjects you enjoy, single or combined subjects, size of university, grades required, city location or campus university, near to Whitby or not.
Websites to help 
www.ucas.com – click on Course Search.  Use the 2006 information for the moment.  

www.coursediscoveronline.co.uk –password – i19f-16505-0a6-241 (the 0 is a zero not the letter O).  
www.springboard.co.uk – help with your future choices
www.hotcourses.com - There’s lots more information on the Hotcourses website related to funding and other issues.

www.ukcoursefinder.com - Similar methods used here for searching for courses.

www.aimhigher.ac.uk - Click on the courses tab for information about choosing courses, course search, open days, ordering prospectuses and frequently asked questions.  
Quality of courses

To identify the ‘best’ universities and courses try the following websites but beware of league tables – the ‘best’ Uni in a league table might not be the best for you: 
www.educationguardian.co.uk/universityguide2005 
www.tqi.ac.uk

www.hesa.ac.uk  
What’s all this about Units?

Most Sixth Form courses are based on units.  Universities might ask you to have done so many units.  
	AS Level
	A Level, BTEC Award
	Double A Level
	BTEC Certificate

	3 units
	6 units
	12 units 
	12 units


And remember to visit Open Days – see www.opendays.com
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