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Possible questions
· Why did you apply to this university?

· Why did you apply for this course?
· What do you enjoy about your current subjects?

· What do you NOT enjoy about them?

· What links are there between your subjects?

· What are your strengths and weaknesses?

· How can you overcome your weaknesses?

· What do you hope to gain from this course?

· Where do you see yourself in 5 years’ time?

· What did you enjoy about books have you read recently?

· What are the major developments in this subject?

· What are your views on the current issue of ???

· Why should we offer you a place?
After the interview

· What did you think of the university / the course?

· Would you want to spend 3/4/5 yrs there?

· Anything about your interview you could improve?



INTERVIEW TIPS 
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
Prepare well and 
you’re likely to do well!
Key points
· Plan your journey carefully

· Arrive on time

· Be enthusiastic about your subject

· Know why you’re applying for this university 

· Know why you’re applying for this course

· Know about the subjects you’re studying now

· Know about the main ‘issues of the day’ (newspapers)

· Know your personal statement
Before the interview
· Book transport arrangements if necessary

· Book accommodation arrangements if necessary

· Set off early – let them know if you’re delayed 

· Check the format of the interview (group, 1 to 1?)
· Read the prospectus
· Know why you want to study at this university
· Know why you want to study this course

· Re-read your UCAS personal statement

· Re-read any work you had to submit beforehand
· Look for guides to interviews in your chosen subject

· Read around your subject – beyond the course texts
· Know of any major developments in your subject

· Think about the role your subject plays in society

· Know a bit about major current newspaper issues
· Prepare questions you want to ask

· Arrange a mock interview – see the Year Office

· Decide what to wear – smart but casual is fine, deliberately scruffy is not!
· Have a good night’s sleep

During the interview
· Settle comfortably – not too relaxed, not rigid!

· Make eye contact (but don’t stare) and smile!
· Listen carefully to the questions 

· Take time to respond to questions
· If unsure about a question, ask for it to be repeated

· If you’ve no idea about a question, say so

· Be enthusiastic about your subject
· Show commitment to your subject and to studying

· Show you can think independently

· Show skills of analysis in answering questions

· Be prepared to apply logic and common sense to questions 

· Be ready to formulate arguments for and against a particular case.  Be ready to defend your views

· Be ready to respond to questions about new ideas – they want people who are intellectually flexible

· Demonstrate your potential by giving concise, well-argued, relevant and clear answers

· Ask questions (but not ones already answered in the prospectus or elsewhere)
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