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ADVICE ON CHOOSING A SIXTH FORM COURSE


WHAT LEVEL OF COURSE?

· If you have 5 grade C or above at GCSE, choose a level 3 course (A Levels, BTEC National).  It’s better to have some GCSE grades A* to B.

· If you have fewer than 5 C grades at GCSE, choose a level 2 course

WHAT STYLE OF LEARNING DO YOU PREFER?

· Do you prefer practical or written work?

· Do you do well in exams or coursework?

· Are you creative or scientific or both?

WHAT ARE YOUR CAREER THOUGHTS?

· Are certain subjects essential for your chosen career?  Check this out with your Connexions Officer or on the internet
· What are universities asking for?  Check this out.

· Do you want to keep a wide range of careers/courses open to you?

· Some career-related factors to think about are:

· Scientific / technical / mathematical / engineering / language / creative careers often need you to do particular subjects in the Sixth Form 

· A wider choice of universities is open to students with 3 A levels (or the equivalent such as a BTEC National Certificate plus an A Level)

HOW INTERESTED ARE YOU IN THE SUBJECT?

· You’ll have lots of lessons in the subject(s) you do in the Sixth Form

· Do you enjoy the subject and are you willing to study it in much greater depth?

WHICH SUBJECTS FIT ON THE TIMETABLE?

· Certain combinations of Level 3 subjects are not available – you will be informed of this if there is a clash
WHAT DO YOU DO NOW?

· Discuss your choices with a member of the Sixth Form Team or Mrs Sawer. Usually in December of your Year11
· Discuss you choices with parents/carers

· Complete the Registration Form with help from the 6th form team at your December interview
WHO CAN HELP YOU?

· Staff in the Sixth Form Office (Ms Dimbleby, Ms Lowe, Ms Parlby)

· Mrs Sawer (Connexions Personal Advisor)

WHAT OTHER HELP CAN YOU GET?

· Use the resources in the Learning Centre 
WCC Sixth Form – the place to be seen!
YEAR 11

Introduction to WCC’s Sixth Form

It’s never too early to start thinking about the Sixth Form

Why join the Sixth Form?

· We have a wide range of courses

· You’ll be with students and teachers you know 

· You’ll get better qualifications

· Better qualifications improve your chances of a better future (job, university or apprenticeship)

· You’ll study in depth the subjects that interest you

· Sixth Formers have lots of opportunities and privileges at the Colleg
Who can apply for the Sixth Form

· Anyone who is willing to learn!
· We have courses for students of all abilities
· Our courses cover a wide range of interests.
What level do you study at?

1. Level 1 (worth  4 GCSE grades D to G)  or 
2. Level 2 (worth 4 grades A* to C) if you do not already have 5 grade Cs or above at GCSE.  

3. Level 3 courses are difficult so you need 5 grade Cs or above at GCSE to start on these courses.
PLEASE SEE OUR ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE
What do we offer at each level?
We try to meet the needs of all our prospective learners so our course programme does change to meet demand. Please refer to the prospectus for current courses

What to do next?

· Talk to parents/carers, teachers, Connexions Adviser (Careers) about your plans for next year

· Read the Sixth Form prospectus – 
· Come to our Open Evening 
· See a member of the 6th form team for advice. We are always happy to help you.
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Sixth Form Admissions Policy

Adopted by the Governing Body  

on 18 March 2009   

Whitby Community College

Sixth Form Admissions Policy 2009 – 2010
Arrangements for Admission to the Sixth Form
Existing Whitby Community College students with the appropriate qualification are entitled to join our sixth form.  Applications for Year 12 courses from external students are welcomed and will be considered together with those from Whitby community College students.

General entry qualifications are:

· Students achieving 5+ A* - C grades GCSE may apply to study four or more AS level courses in Year 12

· Students wishing to continue a subject from GCSE to AS must have at least a C grade at GCSE in that subject if it was studied at KS4.

· Students achieving three D/E grades at GCSE may apply to study Level 2 qualifications

· Students achieving no qualifications at L1 or below GCSE may apply to study a Foundation course for which personalised entry requirements may be arranged dependant upon SEN status.

· The Governing Body of the school will, under section 324 of the Education Act 1996, admit to the school a young person with a statement of special needs that names the school.  This is not an oversubscription criterion.  This relates only to young people who have undergone statutory assessment and for whom a final statement of special educational needs (SEN) has been issued and which has taken account of the year 12 entry requirements.

In order to progress to a final successful outcome at A2, students must progress through the following steps.  Failure to meet the requirements at any step may result in the student being removed from the course;

1. meeting entry requirements for the course

2. achieving a grade higher than U at final monitoring in Year 12

3. successfully completing the final examination at AS

4. achieving a grade higher than U at final monitoring in Year 13 

Units will not be “cashed in” for any student until the final result has been confirmed.

Tutor Intervention Support Programme (TISP) and Code of Conduct (COC) will be enacted to enable students to succeed or find a more suitable course.

ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR 6TH FORM AT WCC

During the Christmas and spring terms all students will be invited to discuss their courses individually with a member of staff.  These guidance discussions are an important part of our student support programme, and are designed to ensure that students make the most appropriate choices for Y12.

Timetable for Year 12 Admissions for 2009/10

Sixth Form Open Evening –  November

Year 11 Post 16 interviews  December

Conditional Offer of post 16 place decided by Easter 2009 

Confirmation of GCSE results  August 2009

Final offer of post 16 place  August 2009

Individual applications will still be welcome after this date and we understand that students may wish to change initial course choices, particularly after receiving examination results.  We will reply to all applications during summer term but, given the above requirements, no firm confirmation can be made until after GCSE results day.

If, following the admission of young people where the school is named in the statement of special educational needs (SEN), the number of applications to join the school for the first time exceeds the published admission number and further places cannot be provided, then the following oversubscription criteria will apply:

	ORDER OF PRIORITY
	Notes;

	Priority group 1: 
Young people in Public Care for whom an application has been submitted
	This applies to all looked after young people, including those who are in the care of another local authority.



	Priority group 2:
Young people who will have a sibling on the school roll in September 2010.


	Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, or the child of the parents / carer’s partner where the child for whom the school place is sought is living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling.

	Priority group 3:

All other young people


	


Young people in higher numbered priority groups will be offered places ahead of those in lower numbered priority groups.

Tie break:

If there are not enough places for all the young people in one of these priority groups, we will give priority to those living nearest to the school.

Distance measurements are based on the nearest walked route from the applicant’s home address to school.  We measure from a fixed point within the dwelling, as identified by Ordinance Survey, to the nearest school entrance using an electronic mapping system.

*These arrangements may be subject to review / amendment in the light of proposals for a revised School Admissions Code which is due for publication in 2009.
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